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power sharing



- About the same as
Haryana

- Just a few kms away
off the southern coast
of Tamil Nadu
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- Sinhala Speakers:
74%. They are mostly
Buddhists

- Tamils Speakers:
18%. They are Hindus
and Muslims







- After independence in

1948, Sri Lanka
adopted a series of
majoritarian
measures to establish
Sinhalese supremacy
over the Tamils

« In 1956, an Act was
passed to recognise
Sinhala as the only
official language
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MAJORITARIANISM IN SRI LANKA

- In 1956 an Act was NOW ENTERING
passed which
recognised Sinhala as
the only official
language.

- Sinhala speakers
were preferred both
for university positions
and Govt. jobs.
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EFFECT ON TAMILS
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THE CIVIL WAR

- Civil war thus broke
out between the
Tamils and the

Sinhalas
Thousands of people on

both the sides were
Killed.

Thousands of Tamil
families went out of the
country as refugees




